
Camp Devotion

Main Idea: 
Introduce the theme for CentriKid 2016 by exploring what things 
are unseen and what are visible.

Scripture Focus: 
Ephesians 6:13-17

Supplies:
 » Bible

 » Tennis Shoes

 » Bottle of sunscreen

 » Bandanas or other cloth to cover items

 » Paper

 » Markers

 » Gift-wrapped box

 » Pencils

 » Post-it notes

Get It
Before students arrive, set out the Bible, tennis shoes and bottle 
of sunscreen on a table and cover each with a bandana so that 
they cannot be seen. Guide the children to sit in front of the 
table. Enlist three students to stand behind the items on the 
table. Explain that each volunteer may guess what the item in 
front of them is, but they are not allowed to touch it or remove 
the bandana. The students may get advice from the audience 
before they make their guess. After the volunteers have made 
their guesses, uncover the items. As you reveal each item, ask 
a volunteer from the audience to explain why they might need 
that item at CentriKid. (Possible answers: Bible—to read during 
Quiet Time, Bible Study and worship. Tennis shoes—to protect 
our feet during recreation. Sunscreen—to keep our skin from 
burning since we will be outside a lot.) Lead the campers to 
make the connection to the camp theme by asking, “How did 
you know there was something under the bandana even 
though you couldn’t see it? What other things exist that we 
cannot see? How do you know?” Allow time for the students 
to discuss and then say, “The theme for CentriKid this summer 
is UNSEEN. We will discover how elements of our faith 
are unseen, but as we follow God these powerful and real 
qualities are made visible in the way we live.”

Got It
Divide the students into two groups. Provide each group with a 
large sheet of paper and markers. Guide the students to locate 
Ephesians 6:13-17 if they have their Bibles. Enlist a student to 
read aloud Ephesians 6:13-17. Explain that the first group will 
make a list of all the things they heard in those verses that are 
visible. That is, write down the things they could touch with their 
hands or see with their eyes if those things were in front of them. 
The second group will make a list of the things in the verses 
that are unseen, or not able to view with our eyes. (If you have a 
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large number of students, you may choose to make several small 
groups, assigning half the groups to look for visible items, the 
other half to look for unseen things.) Encourage the groups to 
reread Ephesians 6:13-17 in their groups as they look for things 
to add to their lists. After a few minutes, allow the groups to 
share and compare their lists. Emphasize that the items on both 
lists are real and do exist whether we can see them with our eyes 
or not.

Good
Display the gift-wrapped box for the students to see. Explain  
that the things God gives us cannot always be seen like we 
can see this package, but they are incredible gifts. Remind the 
students that God gives them strength, truth, protection, peace, 
wisdom and love. Distribute pencils and post-it notes to the 
students. Guide them to write thank-you prayers to God on 
the post-its for the ways He helps them. As they finish writing, 
allow the campers to attach their post-its to the gift box. Close 
in prayer, thanking God for all the ways He cares for us, both 
unseen and visible.
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Main Idea: 
Foster healthy relationships in your group and with others at 
CentriKid.

Scripture Focus: 
Romans 12:5; Romans 12:18; 2 Corinthians 1:4; Ephesians 4:25; 
Ephesians 4:32; Ephesians 6:19; Colossians 3:12-13; 1 Peter 4:8

Supplies:
 » Several different sets of items, each set should contain 3 

items that are similar and 1 item that does not belong but all 
4 items should have at least one thing in common. Consider 
these ideas:

 » Luggage: 3 suit cases that are rectangle roller bags; 1 soft-
fabric duffle bag

 » Cookies: 3 round cookies with chocolate—Oreo, fudge 
stripes, and chocolate chip cookie; 1 strawberry wafer cookie

 » Socks: 3 different-sized white socks; 1 tall brightly-colored 
soccer sock

 » Bibles

 » Notecards hidden around the meeting space, each with one 
of the SCRIPTURE FOCUS references on it (make sure you 
have at least one notecard for every two students)

 » Pencils

 » Poster with the heading “How We Treat Each Other”

 » Tape

 » Bandanas (one for every two children)

Get It
Ahead of time, arrange the sets of items around the room, 
grouping together the things of like category. As students arrive, 
encourage them to observe the sets of items you have displayed 
around the room. Guide them to guess which item is not like 
the others. When most students have had the opportunity to 
consider each set, direct the group’s attention to the first set. Ask 
the group to point to the item that is not like the others. Ask a 
volunteer to share why they think this is true. Guide the campers 
to take a second look at the items and ask, “What do all the 
things in this set have in common?” Encourage the campers to 
look for several different things. Visit each set of items and guide 
the campers to find what things they have in common. Ask, 
“Which is easier—to find what doesn’t belong or to see how 
they are alike? Which is easier when you are in a group of 
people? Do you easily notice who doesn’t belong? Or do you 
look for ways you connect to each other?” After listening to 
the students’ ideas, say, “Sometimes what we have in common 
with each other may be “unseen” at first glance. At CentriKid 
you may be in Bible Study or Track Time with several people 
you don’t know. You might think they are very different from 
you. There may be people here in our own church group that 
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you do not know well or maybe you have never talked to. No 
matter what we see on the outside, we are all loved by God 
and are made in His image. How does that affect the way we 
treat each other?”

Got It
Guide the students to find a partner who is not wearing the 
same color shoes as they are. Lead the students to stand side-
by-side and use a bandana to tie together their inside arms at 
the elbows. On your signal, instruct the pairs to find one of the 
hidden Scripture reference cards, read the verse together and 
write a one or two word phrase that sums up how that passage 
says we should treat each other. Once they have posted their 
phrase on the “How We Treat Each Other” poster, they can have 
a seat with their partner. Encourage the pairs who finish early 
to find as many things as possible that they have in common 
with their partner. When all the pairs have posted their phrases, 
review their findings as a group. Ask, “What was it like working 
so closely with your partner? What things from these verses 
did you practice as you worked together? How might what 
we learned from these verses help us at CentriKid?” After your 
discussion, conclude by saying, “God’s unseen strength can 
empower us to love, include and be kind to one another. And 
even when we forget and run into problems getting along, 
His strength can help us forgive and work it out.”

Good
If you have already assigned roommates, guide the students 
to find their roommates. If not, lead them to find a partner in 
another creative way. Instruct the students to stand facing each 
other with their hands held out in front of them. The left hand 
should be palm down, resting above their partner’s right hand. 
The right hand should be palm up, resting under their partner’s 
left hand. Say, “We are going to pray for each other because 
that is how we can receive help from God to treat each other 
well. We each have the opportunity to give to others and 
receive help from them. Look at your left hand that is resting 
over top the open right hand of your partner. It represents 
what you want to give others in our group. Tell your partner 
what you hope to give or how you want to treat others at 
CentriKid and then pray for one another that you will be 
able to do that at camp.” Allow time for campers to voice their 
prayers. Say, “Now look at your right hand that is underneath 
your partner’s left hand. Think about something you need 
help with as you go to camp this summer. It may be that 
you need boldness in making new friends or trying new 
things. Maybe you will need help being patient with others. 
Share with your partner and then pray for each other.” Close 
by assuring the students that you and the other adult leaders 
are going to camp to care for, pray for and learn about God 
alongside them!
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Camp Devotion #1
What Do I Share?
Main Idea:
Prepare and practice sharing your Jesus story with others.

Scripture Focus:
1 Peter 3:15

Supplies
 » Bible 
 » Paper
 » Pencils
 » Notecards (one with “message” printed on one side, several 

with “blocker” printed on one side, and the rest blank)
 » Poster entitled “Helpful Bible Verses” with the following 

Scripture references listed: John 3:16, John 17:3, Romans 
3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9-10, Ephesians 2:8-9

 » Large sheet of butcher paper
 » Crayons

Get It
Decide ahead of time where you want to play this modified 
version of hide-and-seek. You can use a large section of a 
church building or other meeting space that has several 
rooms and hiding spots. Outdoors will work as well as long as 
you can provide and monitor definite boundary lines. Explain 
to the students how to play:

 » There are three types of people in this game: a missionary, 
blockers and the population. In order for the missionary 
and the population to win, everyone in the population (or 
a designated number of them) must find the “message” 
card and sign it before the blockers find the message card. 
If the blockers find the “message” card before the correct 
number of signatures is on it, they win. 

 » Each student will be given a notecard. Whoever has the 
“message” card is the missionary. Whoever has the blocker 
cards are the blockers (usually about one blocker for every 
5 students). Students who receive a blank card will be 
members of the population. 

 » Once the cards are distributed, guide the students with 
like cards to gather together. This will allow everyone to 
see who the missionary is and who the blockers are. If 
your starting point is in view of the available hiding spots, 
instruct everyone to close their eyes. As you call each 
group, they may open their eyes and leave. First, dismiss 
the missionary to hide with the “message” card. Be sure to 
give this person a pencil. One minute later, the population 
is allowed to hide. One minute after that, the blockers are 
released to find and tag the others.

 » When the missionary feels it is safe, she leaves the 
“message” card hidden with the pencil and ventures out 
to find the other members of the population and tell them 
where to find the “message” card. Once they know where 
the message is, they must get to the location without 

being tagged by the blockers and sign their name on 
the card. They must also try to tell other members of 
the population where the card is hidden without letting 
the blockers know. If a blocker tags a member of the 
population, he must escort the person back to the starting 
point. The person can be released by a free member of the 
population or after counting to 25.

When the game is over, debrief by asking, “What made it 
hard to let others know about the message location? 
How did it feel being responsible to tell others? What 
strategies did the blockers use to stop the message? How 
was your experience in this game like or unlike sharing 
the Good News about Jesus with those around you?”

Got It
Enlist a student to read 1 Peter 3:15. Say, “Sometimes the 
thing blocking us from sharing the message is that we 
aren’t sure what to say. We can be more prepared to share 
about Jesus if we practice telling our story about what 
Jesus has done in our lives. That way the message goes 
with us!” Distribute paper and pencils and post the list of 
Helpful Bible Verses. Demonstrate how to tri-fold crease the 
paper like a business letter and then open it again. Guide the 
students to write these headings at the top of each section 
of their paper: Life without Jesus, Meeting Jesus, Life with 
Jesus. Explain, “Using this outline, you can write a simple 
description of your story of faith. Under ‘Life without 
Jesus,’ write one or two sentences about what it is like to 
live without Jesus. Under ‘Meeting Jesus,’ write a couple 
of sentences about what you did and what happened 
when you committed your life to following Christ. You 
may want to include one of the verses from the Helpful 
Bible Verses poster. Under ‘Life with Jesus,’ explain what 
it’s like to follow Jesus each day and how it affects your 
future.” Allow students several minutes to work on their 
stories, circulating frequently to offer assistance as needed. 
**Note: This is intended for students who have already begun 
a relationship with Jesus, but it can be a great tool for those 
who have yet to make a decision. If students are unsure what 
to write because they have not committed their life to Christ, 
take some time to share your Jesus story with them and pray 
for them to listen to what God wants to do in their lives.** 
As students finish writing, pair them with another student. 
Explain that they will have a chance to practice each section 
of their story. On your signal, tell them to begin sharing the 
“Life without Jesus” section with their partner. After a minute, 
instruct the other partner to share. Guide the students to find 
a new partner and share the “Meeting Jesus” section with 
each other. After both partners have had a chance to share, 
call for everyone to find a new partner and share the last 
section of their story.
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Good
Remind campers that while God does call us to tell others 
about Him, we are not the ones who change the hearts of 
other people. It is God’s message and His Spirit that does the 
work in the hearts of those who don’t know Him yet. God 
will also give us opportunities to share at appropriate times. 
Spread a long sheet of butcher paper on the floor and scatter 
crayons down the middle. Guide the students to sit around 
the edges. Lead the students in a time of prayer with the 
following instructions:

Think of one person you know who needs to hear about 
Jesus. Write the first letter of the person’s first name on 
the paper in front of you. Pray for that person to be ready 
to hear God’s message.

Consider where you might see or talk with that person. 
Draw a picture or symbol to represent that place. Ask God 
to help you know when to share about Him with your 
friend.

Imagine what that person may be experiencing or feeling 
that could connect to your Jesus story. Draw a facial 
expression to represent this. Ask God to show you what 
to say to begin talking about Jesus.

Close by praying aloud for the students, asking God to give 
them boldness to move past whatever may try to block them 
from sharing His message with others.

1
2
3



Camp Devotion

Main Idea: 
Put your faith into action by serving others together.

Scripture Focus: 
1 John 3:16-18

Supplies
 » Whatever materials are needed to complete your chosen 

service project

Get It
Guide your group to stand in a circle. If you have more than ten 
people, form several groups of this size. Explain, “I will begin 
this game by acting something out. I may use sounds and 
movement, but I will stay in my spot in the circle. Once I 
begin, the person to my right will ask me, ‘What are you 
doing?’ I can answer anything except what I am actually 
doing. In fact, it is better if my answer doesn’t even resemble 
what I am acting out. That person must then begin acting out 
what I said. For example, I might be pretending to stir a pot 
of soup, but I answer that I am singing ‘Amazing Grace,’ so 
the person on my right starts singing ‘Amazing Grace.’ Once 
she begins acting, the person on her right will ask her, ‘What 
are you doing?’ We will keep going until everyone in the 
circle is doing something!” You may want to demonstrate this 
with a few of the adult leaders so that the students understand 
how to join in. Begin the circle by acting out a simple (or silly) 
action and encourage the others to jump in at the appropriate 
time. When everyone is acting, stop the game and debrief by 
asking, “What was it like to be doing one thing but saying it was 
something else? What did it look and sound like when we were 
all doing our own motions? What might be confusing when our 
words and our actions don’t match?

Got It
Enlist a volunteer to read 1 John 3:16-18. Ask another volunteer 
to explain what that passage means in her own words. 
Comment, “At CentriKid, we learned about making our faith 
visible. If we say we love God, but we don’t show it with our 
actions, it’s not very believable. In fact, it’s very confusing! 
Others can see that we love God when we show we love 
others. Today we have the opportunity to put our faith in 
action by serving others.” Choose one of the following ideas to 
do with your students. Allow the students as much ownership 
and responsibility of the project as possible, providing guidance 
so that they reflect Christ in how they serve others. If travelling 
away from your regular meeting area, be sure to get permission 
slips or whatever information is required for your children’s 
ministry trips.

 » Super Fans—Find out when the next Special Olympics event 
for disabled individuals will be held in your town. Guide the 
students to make signs and practice cheers to encourage the 
athletes. If possible, allow the group to meet the coaches and 
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athletes prior to the event and share that you are their Super 
Fans and want to cheer them on at their next competition. 
Make plans to sit together at the competition and cheer on 
the teams as they compete!

 » Teaching Assistants—Coordinate with the Sunday School 
teachers of the younger children’s classes and allow the 
students to help in different classes on a particular Sunday 
morning. Encourage the students to offer to help prepare 
supplies before class as well. Be sure to talk with your 
students about your expectations for them and how to be 
most helpful in the classroom. You may need to provide some 
tips for working with younger children, particularly if some 
students have not had much experience.  

 » Prayer Walk—Brainstorm with your students an area that 
they want to see God transform. This could be a local school, 
a neighborhood or even a sports arena. Discuss the people 
and needs of that area and how they could pray for God’s 
will to be done there. Recruit adult volunteers and secure 
permission to take your group to that facility or area. Before 
you begin, remind the students that your purpose is to pray 
for that place and the people who are there or will come 
there. You may walk around or through the space as a group 
or divide into smaller groups, providing adult supervision 
appropriately. 

 » Read Stories—Contact your local public library to see if your 
students can lead a story time for younger children. They 
could read or act out the stories and engage the children 
in activities or songs that go along with the stories. If this is 
not available, check with local schools to see if your students 
could read books to younger students during library time or 
at an after-school program.

 » Servant Breakfast—Guide the students to choose a group of 
volunteers at church to bless with a special Sunday morning 
breakfast. This could be the greeting team or the nursery 
workers or the custodians. Contact the coordinator of the 
ministry and explain that your students want to provide 
breakfast before they begin their service on a particular 
Sunday morning (or whenever your church meets). Lead the 
students to set a date, time and menu. Try to choose foods 
that the students can mostly prepare and serve on their own. 
Guide the students to create and send out reminders to the 
people they will be honoring at the breakfast. And serve with 
a smile!

Good
Be sure to debrief your serving experience with the students. 
Find out what was difficult or delightful for them. Take time to 
pray for those you served. Challenge the students to look for 
other ways they can put their faith into action.


