
Church Group Devotions 2015
The following guide is simply that—a guide. Please use this as a tool to help 
you connect with your campers, allow your group to process what they are 
learning at camp and grow together in your faith. We’ve tried to keep it low on 
prep and high on interaction, so you will be able to engage fully. At the end of 
each devotion, there is an optional “Stretch Further” section if your group has 
extra time or needs additional activities to enhance their experience.
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Bible Study Main Idea
Jesus shows us how to be like Him as we follow Him.

Scripture Focus
Luke 5:1-11; Matthew 4:18-22, 9:9

Warm-Up
On the first night of camp, energy and excitement 
run high—along with a good bit of stress! Take 
a few moments for your campers to share their 
excitement and stories from the day with these 
suggestions:

 » Guide the campers to find someone who is 
wearing the same color as they are and ask each 
other: What did you enjoy about your Bible 
Study group? 

 » Lead campers to find an adult in your group and 
tell him or her about a new friend they have met 
today.

 » Encourage your adult leaders to gather four 
to six children and allow them to share their 
answers to this question: What are you most 
worried about/excited about this week?

Work It Out
You can help set the stage for what the campers 
will encounter this week. It is important to help 
children understand that spiritual practices (i.e. 
reading the Bible, prayer, giving) do not make 
them a good person or make them right before 
God. These practices are simply a way for us to put 
ourselves in a willing position for God to shape us, 
form us and help us grow. Ask your campers, “What 
are some things you practice? Piano? Soccer? 
Handwriting? Your manners?” If you have access 
to a dry-erase board or large poster paper, write 
down the things the campers mention. Ask, “What 
good does practice do?” After a few volunteers 
have shared, lead the campers to stand with you 
in a large circle. Explain that you will lead them to 
practice balancing. Guide the campers to stand on 
one foot for 3 seconds. Then instruct them to hold 

one leg straight out behind them for 5 seconds. 
Try it stretched out in front for 10 seconds. Ask 
again, “What good does practice do?” Explain 
that practicing your balance will not magically 
turn you into an Olympic gymnast, but it can help 
provide you with better muscle control that will 
benefit you in other activities you participate in. 
Emphasize that the practices we have for growing 
in our faith do not save us or turn us into perfect 
people, but they allow us to spend time with 
God so that we learn how to follow Him. Ask 
for a volunteer to read Ephesians 2:8-10. Ask 
for volunteers to share what those verses mean 
in their own words. Acknowledge that some 
campers have already accepted God’s free gift of 
salvation. Emphasize that Jesus wants all of us to 
follow Him and He offers that gift to each one of 
us. Explain that this week you will explore what 
it means to follow Jesus and how to practice that 
every day.

Cool Down
Guide campers to find the adult they were 
grouped with during the Warm-Up activity and 
pray together about their worries and excitement 
about the week. Conclude by reviewing any 
details, sharing track time information and 
answering questions campers may have.

Stretch Further
Materials needed: 
Small slips of paper, pencils, calculator

Remind campers that they will have the 
opportunity to give to missions this week. Guide 
campers to consider what they would personally 
like to set aside for giving. Encourage campers to 
write their personal goal on a slip of paper and 
turn it in to you. Add the amounts together and 
announce the total as your group goal for the 
missions offering.

Day 1
A disciple is a follower of Jesus
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Bible Study Main Idea
Our lives can be transformed when we meet God by 
reading, meditating on, and memorizing His word.

Scripture Focus
Acts 8:26-40

Warm-Up
Pass around a bag of gumballs and encourage 
campers to take one and chew it. In Bible Study, 
campers had the opportunity to choose a section 
of Scripture to meditate on throughout the day. 
Ask, “What phrase or Scripture have you been 
chewing on today?” Allow time for campers to 
share. In the “Time Alone with God” guide, campers 
were encouraged to write two questions they have 
about the key verse. Ask, “What were your two 
questions about the key verse? Like the eunuch 
in today’s story, is there something from the 
Bible that you don’t understand or you want to 
know more about? What is it?” You may choose 
to divide your group into smaller sections and 
assign an adult leader to each section to allow 
more campers the opportunity to share. If you do 
not have time to answer their questions about the 
Bible during church group time, make sure an adult 
leader takes notes on what questions still need to 
be addressed. Make a point to connect later with 
those campers and help them search out answers 
and understanding of the Scripture.

Work It Out
Lead campers to sit or stand in a large circle. Say, 
“Imagine you woke up one morning and found 
an object on your bedroom floor that you had 
never seen before and you didn’t know how 
it got there. You don’t know what it is and it is 
unlike anything you have ever seen. Pretend 
to pick up the object.” Encourage campers to 
use facial expressions and their actions to show 
how they feel exploring this unknown treasure. 
Guide them to act out what they would do to 

learn more about the object. Ask volunteers to 
share what they are acting out. Say, “Just as you 
would study this object, turn it over and over 
in your hands, hold it up to the light, or think 
about it when it’s not there, how have you 
had the opportunity to examine Scripture like 
this today? What has God been teaching you 
through His Word today?”  

Cool Down
Guide the campers to use the Psalms to pray for 
one another. Encourage campers to find a partner 
and sit facing one another with their Bibles. 
Explain that they will each have a turn to pray 
using Scripture. Lead the person on the right to 
read aloud Psalm 119:10-16 to their partner. Then 
lead the person on the left to read aloud Psalm 
63:1-8 to their partner. When all the campers have 
finished reading, share this “good-night prayer” 
with the group before you dismiss: 
”I will both lie down and sleep in peace, for You 
alone, Lord, make me live in safety.” Psalm 4:8

Stretch Further
Materials needed
Assorted nature pictures from magazines or old 
calendars, notecards with Scripture verses for 
meditation, glue

Scatter a variety of cutout nature pictures from 
magazines or old calendars on one side of the 
room. On the other side, spread out notecards 
with different Scriptures printed on them. Be sure 
there is enough for each camper to have one. 
Allow the campers to choose a picture and verse. 
Guide the campers to glue the picture to the back 
of the notecard. Encourage them to use it this 
week at camp to remind them to meditate on the 
Word day and night.  

Day 2
A disciple encounters God through HIS WORD



Bible Study Main Idea
Prayer is a way to communicate with God and allow 
our hearts to become more like His.

Scripture Focus
Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4

Warm-Up
Place a poster on one side of the room with the 
heading “What I’ve Prayed Today.” 
Place a poster on the other side of the room with 
the heading “What I’ve Heard From God Today.” Give 
campers two sticky notes each. Guide them to write 
their answers to these questions on the sticky notes, 
one answer per note: What have you been praying 
today? What have you heard from God today? 
As they answer the questions, encourage campers 
to post their answers on the appropriate poster 
boards.

Work It Out
Ask for a few volunteers to share about some 
different or new ways they have prayed today. In 
their “Time Alone With God” this morning, campers 
used a form of the ACTS (Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, Supplication) prayer to write out their 
prayer to God. Explain that you are going to revisit 
a method they used this morning during their Time 
Alone With God. Tell the campers that they will 
have a chance to adore God, confess their sin to 
Him, thank God and ask for help. You may want to 
let the children write their answers to the following 
prompts before they pray them aloud. This may be 
done in a large group or in small groups with 
different group leaders. Assure campers that they 
do not have to pray aloud if they do not wish to. 
God knows and hears their hearts. Guide campers 
to finish these statements as they pray (and be 
ready to be blessed by their prayers!):

God, I love that You are ________________________
(Tell God something you love about Him.)

God, I am sorry that I ________________________
(Ask God to forgive you for something you have 
done wrong.)

God, I thank You for _________________________
(Thank God for something.)

God, please help ___________________________
(Ask God to help you or someone you know with a 
need you or they have today.)

Cool Down
Prayer can happen all the time, anywhere. But we 
all know that we still have to be intentional about 
listening and talking with God. In the “Time Alone 
With God” guide, campers were encouraged to 
create a prayer plan—a specific time and place 
where they can spend time each day in prayer. 
Ask campers to share about their plans. Ask, “How 
will your day look different so you can pray?” 
Encourage campers to check in with each other 
once they get home to see how their prayer times 
are going.

Stretch Further
Materials needed
Stopwatch, Bible

Ask, “Who thinks you can sit still for a whole 
minute?” Guide campers to sit quietly on the 
floor. Make sure that no one can see or has access 
to a clock or watch. Tell the campers that when 
you say “GO,” you will begin the stopwatch. Explain 
that they are to sit quietly until they think one 
minute has passed by. Each person can decide 
for themself. When a camper thinks a minute is 
up, she stands. Keep the stopwatch running until 
all or most of the campers are standing. Be sure 
to pay attention to which campers stood at the 
time nearest one minute. When the last person 
is standing, announce how long it has been. Ask, 
“What was hard or easy about that game? 
What did you do to keep still? Why might it 
be important to be still sometimes?” Enlist a 
volunteer to read Psalm 46:10. Encourage the 
campers to find moments when their hearts, 
minds, and bodies can be still and listen to what 
God may want to say to them.

Day 3
We Embrace God Through PRAYER
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Bible Study Main Idea: 
Giving helps us to care about the things God cares 
about and participate in the things God does.

Scripture Focus: 
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; 
John 6:1-13

Warm-Up
Lead the campers to sit in a large circle. Distribute 
a blank piece of paper and a pencil to each camper. 
Instruct the campers to number their papers from 
one to five. Explain that they will answer the first 
question by #1 and then pass their paper to the 
person on the right. You will read the next question 
and after they have added their answer to the page 
in front of them, they will pass again to the right. 
You will proceed answering and passing until you 
get to #5. Ask the following questions:

 » What do you think is the hardest thing about 
giving?

 » What have you had the opportunity to give 
today?

 » What have you been grateful for today?
 » How has God given to you?
 » Did you see anyone else give something? If so, 

what did they give?
After campers have answered the last question, 
instruct them to pass once more so that they have 
a paper that does not have their answers on it. Say, 
“Even though you may not know whose answer 
you are sharing, look at #1 on the paper you 
now have and share some things that are hard 
for us about giving.” Allow a few campers to share 
about each of the questions and then ask, “Is it 
strange that we are learning from each other but we 
don’t really know whom these answers are coming 
from? Why or why not?” After campers share their 
opinions of this experience, enlist a volunteer to 
read Matthew 6:1-4. Ask, “Why might Jesus warn 
us about letting others know when we give?” 

Explain that the way we give reflects our heart. 
If we are concerned about showing others how 
good we are at giving, we are not caring about the 
things God cares about.

Work It Out
Direct the adult leaders to circle up with four to six 
campers and discuss the following questions:

 » What does God care about? 
 » How has your giving helped you care about 

what God cares about?
 » What are some things you see God doing that 

you want to participate in?
 » What do you think it means to join with God in 

His work?
Take some time to celebrate the work God has 
done this week. Rejoice together about the faith 
you see growing in each of the campers. Throw a 
mini-party—clap for God, enjoy some food, and 
give lots of hugs and high-fives!

Cool Down
Pray together about the missions offering, asking 
God to use and bless what has been given tonight.
 

Stretch Further
Tomorrow, the theme is “A disciple experiences 
God through Christian community.” To 
demonstrate how God encourages us through 
others, ask your adult leaders to write encouraging 
notes to the kids in your group, making certain 
that each child has at least one note. Distribute 
the notes before Bible Study tomorrow. Check 
in with the campers as you travel home about 
the notes they received. Use this as an example 
of how community helps us experience the 
encouragement God provides.

Day 4
We Engage with God Through GIVING
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